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UM REPORT ANALYZES MONTANANS’ PLEASURE TRAVEL
MISSOULA The fact that Montana residents spend about one-third as much on pleasure traveling in
Montana as they do outside the state is just one of many informative tidbits contained in a new
report by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at The University of Montana.
The report, ‘'Regional Analysis of Pleasure Travel by Montana Residents,” examines
many aspects of Montanans’ travel behavior - everything from how much pleasure travel goes
on in each region to how much money is spent on trips to various areas of the state. The report
is available online at www.forestry.umt.edu/itrr.
Data for the report came from phone interviews with 2,625 Montana residents between
July 1998 and June 1999. Overall, ITRR researchers found that Montanans spent about $962
million on pleasure trips during the study period. Of that, an estimated $225 million was spent
on trips in Montana and $707 million went out of state.
To compare different parts of the state with one another, ITRR researchers analyzed
resident travel in six tourism regions that have been defined by Montana’s Tourism Advisory
Board as follows:
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■ Glacier Country, which includes areas around Missoula and Kalispell and the
counties of Flathead, Glacier, Lake, Lincoln, Mineral, Missoula, Ravalli and Sanders.
■ Yellowstone Country, which includes the Bozeman area and the counties of Carbon.
Gallatin, Park, Stillwater and Sweet Grass.
■ Gold West Country, which includes the Butte and Helena areas and the counties of
Beaverhead, Broadwater, Deer Lodge, Granite, Jefferson, Lewis and Clark, Madison, Powell
and Silver Bow.
■ Russell Country, which includes areas around Great Falls and the counties of
Blaine, Cascade, Chouteau, Fergus, Hill, Judith Basin, Liberty, Meagher, Petroleum,
Pondera, Teton, Toole and Wheatland.
■ Missouri River Country, which includes the Hi-Line counties of Daniels, Garfield,
McCone, Phillips, Richland, Roosevelt, Sheridan and Valley.
■ Custer Country, which includes the Billings area and the counties of Big Horn,
Carter, Custer, Dawson, Fallon, Golden Valley, Musselshell, Powder River, Prairie, Rosebud,
Treasure, Wibaux and Yellowstone.
Residents in Glacier Country and Gold West Country accounted for the most in-state
pleasure trips during the study period, with folks in each of those regions making 1.4 million
journeys in Big Sky Country. Russell Country accounted for 1.1 million pleasure trips, Custer
Country 950,000, Yellowstone Country 876,000 and Missoula River Country 230,000.
Glacier and Gold West Country residents also made the most out-of-state trips with
513,000 each. In comparison, Russell Country residents made 405,000 trips, Custer Country
351,000, Yellowstone Country 324,000 and Missouri River Country 85,000.
The highest spending totals for in-state pleasure trips came from Glacier and Gold
West, with residents in both regions spending a total of $58.7 million. Other spending was
Russell $48.5 million, Custer $40.8 million, Yellowstone $38.3 million and Missouri River
$10.2 million.
Glacier and Gold West also outspent other regions for out-of-state pleasure excursions,
each doling out $162.6 million during the study period. Russell residents spent $127.3 million
on such trips, Custer $113.1 million, Yellowstone $106.1 million and Missouri River $28.3
million.
-more-
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Gold West and Yellowstone residents spent the most per household for in-state pleasure
trips, averaging $1,054 and $934 throughout the year respectively. Russell households
averaged $820, Missouri River $583, Custer $544 and Glacier $538.
For out-of-state trips, Gold West and Yellowstone households also outspent the other
regions, averaging $2,919 and $2,587 a year respectively. Russell households averaged $2,153
for travel out of state during the year, Missouri River $1,618, Custer 1,508 and Glacier
$1,491.
Pleasure travelers spent the most on trips to Glacier Country - $81.6 million. That
compares to $48.5 million for trips to both Yellowstone and Gold West, $40.8 million by those
traveling to Custer, $37.7 million for trips to Russell and $5.1 million for trips to Missouri
River.
ITRR researchers found that travel for pleasure is fairly consistent across Montana,
ranging from 70 percent of households taking such trips in Russell Country to 78 percent in
Yellowstone Country. They also discovered that Montanans were much more likely to travel to
destinations within their home region or neighboring regions than to travel farther from home
for pleasure trips.
Washington, California, Nevada and Idaho were popular out-of-state destinations
among residents of Glacier, Gold West and Yellowstone regions. Wyoming and North Dakota
were popular destinations for people in Missouri River Country, and South Dakota and
Colorado were prime destinations for folks in Custer Country. For Yellowstone residents,
foreign countries were popular.
Taking pleasure trips to hunt was most popular among Glacier and Gold West
residents. Glacier and Russell residents took more skiing/snowboarding trips, and golf trips
-more-
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were most popular among Custer residents.
For more information about this or other ITRR reports, visit the organization’s Web
site or call (406) 243-5686.
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